
 References/Bibliography 

 
 
 

 
 

But WHY???  – This is so that somebody else looking back at your work, trying to see how you drew your 
conclusions, can trace all the evidence you used to make that assessment. It’s a matter of transparency. 
You may also include other sources that you consulted but may not have mentioned in your RSR, listed as 
“Additional Sources Consulted”. (If possible, try to have at least one or two extra just for the look of the 
thing! It shows a broader engagement with the research process.) 
While it is possible to use Parenthetical References (included in brackets in your essay), the flowing 

footnoting method will be more useful in the long term… 

In the main body of your “Extended Essay” use “Footnotes” – consecutive numbers at the end of 

the sentence where the relevant quote/reference is made (usually in ‘superscript’). This 

corresponds with the list of references presented at the end of the essay. Where the same source is 

being referred to in the next footnote, use “Ibid, p7.” 

As historian Julian Thompson has warned, it would be mistaken to imagine that Royal Marines of the eighteenth 

century “were recruited, trained, and perceived as an elite crack force such as the Rifle Brigade when it was raised 

in 1801.”1             (Now look at the bottom of the page to see where the details of this footnote are provided!!!) 

The basic principle here is that somebody should be easily able to find what you’re referring to because 
you’ve given them all the details. How you convey this information will depend on the kind of source you 
are presenting as evidence. Here’s what that looks like: 
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If you are uncertain as to how much detail to include, you should always err on the side of giving TOO MUCH information, rather 

than too little! In the LC History RSR, you are NOT allowed to include additional supporting materials in your booklet – i.e. no 

photos, scans, graphs, etc. It is, after all, an essay, and the examiners can’t reward any additional content! 
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15/50 Marks in the RSR are now 

specifically allocated to the students 

demonstrating “Research Skills” – How 

can we best show the examiner that 

we’ve done that???? Here’s one way! 

While ‘Footnotes’ aren’t technically 

“obligatory”, they are a valuable skill to 

learn in advance of going to university 

and are a very handy (overt!!) way to 

demonstrate this skill to the examiner. 
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