Responding to a Quotation:
Your first job is to identify
the key ideas and key terms
in the quote to which you
need to respond. Focus in as
sharply as possible on those
key ideas. Don’t forget your
personal input and
experience count too!

Data-Based Question
‘Section F’
How do I approach the 1-1½ page
answer?
Formulate a direct response and give a BRIEF
INTRODUCTION where you lay out an argument

Point 1 (10 Marks)

Point 2 (10 Marks)

There’s no marks on the
paper, how much is this
question worth? This is a very
fair observation. Last year’s
exam had no indication other
than the space available as a
guide. In the end, it was worth
40 of 400 marks, therefore
10% of your exam time (i.e.
10% of 150 mins) 15 mins!

Point 3 (10 Marks)

If time permits, try to tie the three ideas together in
a brief CONCLUDING sentence or two…
The overall “Cohesion” of your argument = 10 Marks
With each of the points within your answer try and include AT LEAST one piece (but preferably more) of qualitative or
quantitative data. Data should be presented critically. The best way to think about this is to remember that in P&S,

‘data’ = a piece of information, sourced, and evaluated.
E.g. “According to the C.S.O. (Central Statistics Office), a very reliable source of demographic data, 53% of migrants to
Ireland have a 3rd level education. This makes it more likely that they could contribute positively to the Irish economy.”
Let’s look at a practical example from Topic 7 – ‘Identity’:
“Evaluate the idea that education has played a crucial role in shaping a sense of national identity on the island of Ireland.”
“Though this is a complex process, education has played a key role in the shaping of Irish Identity. There are historical, curricular, and
structural factors that have contributed to how the experience of education in Ireland has helped to shape a specific type of Irishness.”

Point 1. Historically, education has been used as
a prominent way of fostering national identity.
To highlight the difference between England and
Ireland, by 1934 the ‘Free-State’ government had
made the Irish Language compulsory for the LC,
though this did not succeed in fully reintroducing
it as a universal language. Though in NI, the study
of Irish has never been compulsory, it still forms
an important part of Nationalist identity, though
it is rejected by unionists. As Padraig Pearse said,
“Tír gan teagna, tír gan anam”. The social identity
of Irish schools has been very conservative, to
the point that our Sexual Ed was recently
described by ‘Solidarity’ TD Paul Murphy as being
“in the dark ages”. I hope that with more
inclusivity, our national identity will broaden.

Point 2 The Irish school curriculum, particularly
in the current teaching of the Irish Language
and History, seeks to shape how we view our
Irishness. In 2005 the EU granted Irish “official
language” status, though only 40-80,000 speak
it as a native language. Many students emerge
after 12 years with little grasp of the subject.
The LC History curriculum requires the students
to study at least 40% (but possibly up to 60%)
Irish History. I have found the focus on the
Revolutionary period 1916-23 has helped me to
understand current political events more
clearly, particularly the boarder and Brexit. The
study of ‘Cosmopolitanism’ in P&S might lead
to a growth in that aspect of our identity, a
prospect that I personally welcome.

Point 3 The fact that the patronage of Irish
schools was dominated by churches,
particularly the Catholic Church, has resulted
in a very specific version of Irish identity
emerging. As with their influence in the 1938
Constitution, the Catholic influence has meant
that Irish identity was often seen in very
exclusive terms. You had to be white, Catholic,
and above all, ‘Non-English’ & not Protestant.
The growth of Educate Together and other
non-denominational schools has seen schools
help in the growth of this exclusive version of
Irish identity. This is hindered by the fact that,
according to the CSO, only 78% of Irish
residents now claim Catholic identity, though
they still control 96% of primary schools.

Although, I would not always view the type of Irish identity that education has fostered as positive, it is clear that it has been very
influential. It seems, however, that the rapid shift in the Irish demographic balance means that schools now lag behind the
multicultural society they serve. It will be interesting to see how the Dept of Education responds to the lack of diversity in Irish
teachers, given that the first primary teacher of Traveller ethnicity, Temara O’Brien, only entered teacher training in 2018! It
remains to be seen whether the “Traveller Culture and History in Education Bill” will have a significant impact on Irish identity.
Two Warnings!
2.

1. The above example is only one way in which this particular point can be argued, I could think of 10 others!
2. That’s how it was marked last year, and is subject to change year on year without warning…

